REVIEWS. 


A COMPEND OF THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. By DANIEL E. 
Hughes, M.D., Late Chief Resident Physician, Philadelphia 
Hospital; Late Physician-in-Chief, Insane Department, Phila¬ 
delphia Hospital; Formerly Demonstrator of Clinical Medicine 
in the Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia, etc. Seventh 
Revised Edition, Edited, Revised and in Parts Rewritten by 
Samuel Horton Brown, M.D., Assistant Dermatologist, Phila¬ 
delphia Hospital; Assistant Dermatologist, University Hospital 
Dispensary, etc- Including a Section on Mental Diseases and a 
very Complete Section on Skin Diseases. Illustrated. Phila¬ 
delphia: P. Blakiston’s Son & Co., 1904. 

This posthumous edition of Dr. Hughes’ book has been con¬ 
siderably rewritten and rearranged, as stated by the editor in his 
preface. It has thus been modernized and contains the latest 
theories and views on each subject. It needs but a brief mention 
of Dr. Hughes’ exceptional opportunities for the study of disease 
in all its manifestations to show how peculiarly fitted he was to 
produce a work on general medicine. Dr. Hughes was. for many 
years Chief Resident Physician at the Philadelphia Hospital, at 
which place he saw and had under constant observation not only 
numerous cases of the acute diseases, but an unusually varied and 
large assortment of chronic diseases, particularly nervous diseases. 
He also had opportunities to study a great number of cases of 
mental diseases of all varieties and in all stages. He was also able 
to widen his views through contact with the attending physicians, 
who in many cases had other sources for gaining experience. 

So many topics are considered in this compend that a bulky 
volume necessarily results, but the use of thin paper and flexible 
covers make it surprisingly compact and easy to read. The 
consideration of each subject is divided into paragraphs devoted 
to the etiology, pathology, prognosis, differential diagnosis, and 
treatment; and while unessential matters are only briefly mentioned, 
and in no case is there a long description of any one feature, an 
excellent account of each disease is given. The characters that 
make the book of most use from a practical point of view are the 
numerous prescriptions and suggestions for treatment and the 
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paragraphs on differential diagnosis which mention and contrast 
the various conditions which may be confounded. The subjects 
are grouped under the proper divisions and a brief general dis¬ 
cussion precedes each section, while in the case of gastrointestinal 
and renal diseases and blood diseases the diagnostic technique is 
described so that methods of clinical diagnosis in common use are 
to be found. 

The volume is so arranged and its contents are of such a high 
character that it should be of service to the physician whose time is 
so occupied that he cannot consult the larger text-books, or to one 
who wishes merely to refresh his knowledge and to fix in his mind 
the essential facts freed from details. F. W. S. 


Burdett’s Hospitals and Charities, 1905: Being the Year 
Book of Philanthropy and the Hospital Annual. By 
Sir Henry Burdett, K.C.B. London: The Scientific Press, 
(Ltd.). 

This invaluable work has established itself so firmly as an 
absolute necessity for those who are interested in hospitals and 
charitable enterprises that it hardly needs an extended review. 
It not only presents a street directory, but it gives the executive 
staffs, the number of patients, income and expenditure of practically 
every hospital and institution dealt with. Each year has seen some 
improvement in the general arrangement of the work, rendering it 
more useful, and the vast amount of information within it more 
accessible. It covers practically every charitable institution in 
Great Britain, the British Colonies, and the United States, including 
not only hospitals and institutions concerned in the care of the 
sick, but also orphanages, homes, and aid and rescue societies. 
The information contained within it is so carefully compiled from 
authoritative sources that it may be absolutely relied on. J. H. G. 


Radiotherapy and Phototherapy. By Charles .Warrenne 
Allen, M.D. Illustrated with 131 engravings and 27 plates in 
colors and monochrome. New York and Philadelphia: Lea 
Brothers & Co., 1904. 

Dr. Allen has devoted the major part of his work to radio¬ 
therapy, in which his experience with the Roentgen rays is most exten¬ 
sive. He gives sufficient explanation of the principles and apparatus. 
to renderJhesubjectjdearjoJfis readers without too much el&bora- 



